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Were Tough on Aggressive Drivers!




	Talking Points





SMOOTH OPERATOR TALKING POINTS
AGGRESSIVE DRIVING

· NHTSA defines aggressive driving as when “an individual commits a combination of moving traffic offenses so as to endanger other persons or property.”
· Aggressive driving includes, but is not limited to, the following behaviors:
· Speeding – going faster than the posted speed limit or too fast for weather conditions
· Running red lights – and running stop signs
· Tailgating – following other vehicles too closely
· Making frequent lane changes – making unsafe lane changes or weaving in and out of traffic to get ahead
· Failing to yield the right of way – not allowing other drivers to merge or cutting off other drivers
· Passing improperly – passing on the right, passing on the shoulder of the road or failing to use turn signals when changing lanes
· Aggressive driving has been cited as the number one traffic safety threat in the United States. 
AGGRESSIVE DRIVING IS NOT ROAD RAGE:
· Many people confuse aggressive driving and road rage.  In reality, road rage is simply a dangerous consequence of aggressive driving.
WHAT CAUSES AGGRESSIVE DRIVING?

· Aggressive driving is symptomatic of today’s fast-paced world.  Common aggressive driving triggers include the following:

· Stress – a person in a hurry or having a bad day is far more likely to become impatient or irritated

· Traffic congestion – busy roads breed the perfect aggressive driving conditions

· Hostility – it’s much easier to release anger when safe in a vehicle.  People do things when driving that they would never do out in the open

AGGRESSIVE DRIVING AND WORK ZONES:

· Work zone fatalities have increased by 40 percent in the last ten years.  This is a direct correlation to the rise of aggressive driving.  

· More than 1,000 Americans are killed in work zone crashes every year.  Pennsylvania saw 19 work zone fatalities in 2007.  

· Speeding is a leading cause of work zone crashes.  Rear end collisions, often caused by tailgating, are the most commonly reported type of crash.  Both speeding and tailgating are classic aggressive driving behaviors.

· More than 80 percent of the people killed in work zone crashes are drivers and passengers, not workers.

SMOOTH OPERATOR HISTORY:
· The Smooth Operator Program is a public safety initiative, which aims to provide education, information and solutions for the problem of aggressive driving.
· Smooth Operator began in the Washington DC area in 1997.  It has since been adopted in Maryland and Virginia and Pennsylvania, resulting in over 1.5 million aggressive driving citations and warnings as of 2007.
PENNSYLVANIA’S SMOOTH OPERATOR PROGRAM

· Pennsylvania’s first Smooth Operator mobilizations were held in three target regions throughout the summer of 2006.  The regions (Philadelphia, Central PA and Lehigh Valley) were selected because crash data from 2000-2004 showed that each had a high incidence of aggressive driving crashes.  Police in those regions wrote 18,290 aggressive driving citations as a result of Smooth Operator.
· Smooth Operator went statewide in March 2007 and followed with three subsequent enforcement waves in the summer of 2007.  Nearly 115,000 citations have been written for aggressive driving as a result of the program.   Four waves are planned for 2008.
ENFORCEMENT
· Using PennDOT data, police are targeting roadways with a high incidence of aggressive driving activity. 
· Enforcement will take place both on the ground and by air.
· Tickets, fines and points will be given to aggressive drivers.  A speeding fine scale is available on PennDOT’s web site. 
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